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THE LOCAL CHAPTERS 

New York Chapter. — The meeting of January 10, 1920, held at the 
School of Mines, Columbia University, was devoted to reports and discussion 
of plans for the development of the chapter. 

Miss Catherine Haymaker, of Adelphi College, summarized briefly the 
addresses of the Washington Convention and Miss Maude Babcock described 
the social features of those sessions, creating much, merriment by her happy 
application of a great number of the idioms appearing in the Wilkins Prose 
Book. 

A report was made by Carlos Figarola regarding the special section 
of La Tribuna, recently dedicated to the use of the American Association of 
Teachers of Spanish, and attention called to the article of President Mer- 
cado, "En pos de nuestro ideal," to appear in the edition of January 24. 

Plans were considered for the award of prizes to students excelling in 
the study of Spanish in the New York City High Schools, and designs of 
pins and honor ribbons were submitted for approval. 

It was voted that the president appoint a committee to arrange for a series 
of lectures in the suburbs of New York by the members of the local chapter, 
interpreting the significance of Spanish civilization and creating a keener 
appreciation of the culture of Spain and Spanish America. 

Announcement was made that within a few weeks a "velada" in memory 
of Perez Galdos would be held under the auspices of La Union Benefica 
Espanola, the Hispanic Society of America, and the American Association of 
Teachers of Spanish. 

Seattle Activities. — The Northwestern Chapter held a most profitable 
meeting on January 10th in Denny Hall, University of Washington. The 
consul of Bolivia to Seattle, Senor Nemesio Menacho, gave an interesting 
address on "Bolivia." He was followed by Prof. G. W. Umphrey with a paper 
on "Aims and Methods of the Teacher of Spanish." Two cuestionarios were 
presented, one with tabulated results concerning the aims for the study of 
the language and method of instruction preferred by the students in the Uni- 
versity, and the other regarding definite aims and methods of the teachers. 
By vote of the chapter, copies of these cuestionarios were sent to all members 
and the tabulated answers will be presented at the next meeting, April 10th. 

Chicago Chapter. — Under the presidency of Mr. Carl O. Sundstrom, the 
first meeting of the Chicago Chapter since organization took place Saturday 
afternoon, January 10. Besides the regular members several professors from 
Chicago and Northwestern Universities were in attendance. 

Mr. E. C. L. Morse, author of Morse's Spanish-American Life, gave an 
address on "Vitalizing the Teaching of Literature." The second speaker, Miss 
J. L. Marsh, of Calumet High School, presented "Recuerdos de la vida escolar 
de la Argentina," in which she declared the instruction for boys in Argen- 
tina was far superior to that provided for girls. 
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Miss Cecilia M. Brennan, of Marshall High School, spoke in highest 
praise of the Chilean school system by which both girls and boys receive a 
thorough education. 

It was voted to invite the American Association of Teachers of Spanish 
to hold the .annual convention of December in Chicago. 

The Lone Star State Organizes. — Another chapter of the American 
Association of the Teachers of Spanish was established January 9, 1920, at 
Austin, Texas. The following officers were elected: President, W. S. Hen- 
drix, Adjunct Professor of Romance Languages, University of Texas; vice- 
president, Lester Brenzer, Austin High School, Austin, Texas; secretary- 
treasurer, Miss Nina Weisinger, Instructor in Romance Languages, Univer- 
sity of Texas ; corresponding secretary, ' Miss Fannie Preston, assistant in 
Romance Languages, University of Texas. 

A constitution modeled after that of the New York Chapter was adopted. 
Miss Weisinger read a rriost helpful paper on : "Some Problems on Teaching 
Beginners' Spanish." The Texas Chapter has an initial register of twenty- 
five members. 

Los Angeles Chapter. — A special open meeting of the Los Angeles 
Chapter was held on the evening of the 31st of January to hear the great 
novelist, Vicente Blasco Ibanez. About S00 persons attended. Professor 
Morales de Setien of the University of Southern California introduced the 
speaker. 

Senor Blasco Ibanez gave the local chapter a stirring address that will be 
long remembered. He spoke of the importance of Spanish, cultural and com- 
mercial, and very forcibly pointed out that the literature of Spain still holds its 
place among the first, although in former years it had stood alone pre-eminent. 

Northern California Chapter. — A special meeting of the chapter was 
held in San Francisco on the afternoon of the 7th of February. The speaker 
of the day was the famous novelist, Don Vicente Blasco Ibanez, who was 
then in California. Senor Blasco Ibanez was at his best and gave an elo- 
quent and masterful address to the teachers of Spanish, wherein he gave 
the principal reasons for the study of Spanish in the United States and de- 
clared that the American teachers of Spanish are the evangelists of Spanish 
culture in America. After the inspiring address of the great novelist, our hon- 
orary president, Senor Don Juan C. Cebrian spoke for a few moments on the 
error of the use of the term "Latin- America," urging the local teachers to help 
to eliminate this false vocable from our vocabulary. The speaker ended his 
remarks by referring to a special article on the subject by Professor Espi- 
nosa of Stanford University, printed in the September (1918) Hispania, and 
later published in Spanish translation by the Comisaria Regia del Turismo y 
Cultura Artistica (Madrid, 1919). Any one desiring the Spanish translation 
of the article may obtain it by writing to Senor Cebrian, 1801 Octavia Street, 
San Francisco, Cal. 

Gracia L. Fernandez 
New Utrecht High School, 
Brooklyn, New York. 



